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FOREIGN B. JADCAST INFORMATION _ERVICE

ABIDJAN BUREAU

MAB 3022
5 December 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, FBIS

THROUGH : Chief, Operations Group
SUBJECT : Monthly Report - Abidjan Bureau - November 1983
I. GENERAL

A. The crime rate in Abidjan, particularly street muggings and
breaking and entering, has increased considerably over the past several
months. At least as worrisome as the higher number of such crimes is
the rising threshold of violence that seems to be accompanying the out-
bresk. Muggers and burglars in Abidjan have generally tended to be
"grab and run" criminals, taking what they could conveniently carry and
fleeing. Recently, however, many of these hoodlums have been armed with
handguns, and have shown considerable willingness to use them. To date
no FBIS employees have been victimized during the current crime wave,
though break-ins have occurred at the residences of several Embassy
officers since mid-summer. President Houphouet-Boigny, in a speech to
the National Assembly on 11 November, addressed the security situation
at some length. He put most of the blame on foreigners, claiming that
Ivory Coast does not have the resources to adequately patrol its borders
and keep undesirable elements out. He called for a "mobilization of all
the people," and claimed that he would take steps to assure an end to the
"panditry" in the country within five months. It seems unlikely that the
situation can be brought under control that quickly, as the police are
generally inefficient and poorly trained. The Embassy security office
has begun surveying official residences, with & view to upgrading physical
security to the extent possible. As a result of this effort, extensive
grillwork was installed over glass windows and doors at the bureau chief's
residence during November. Residences of other bureau employees were
deemed to have adequate grillwork at this time.

B. The drought which has afflicted much of Africa over the past
year has reduced the power supply available in the Ivory Coast, As a
result, rationing of electric power has begun, ©So far, power has been
cut off for several hours after midnight. More stringent rationing
measures are expected soon, at which time power probably will be cut
off in mid-morning and mid-afternoon as well as during the night. The
effect on the bureau has been minimal up to now, though we have lost the
0330-0430 GMT Paris AFP English transmission which is normally covered
with the use of a timer. However the power rationing evolves, it probably
will continue for some time, as heavy rains are not expected before June,
and Ivory Coast relies very heavily on hydroelectric dams for its power
supply.
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IT. OPERATIONS

Monitorial/Editorial

1. On 21 November the bureau filed priority an AFP English report
that troops had been sent to Yekepa, Liberia, after five people were
reported killed by an unidentified gunman. Shortly thereafter, responding
to a BBC alert, an open watch was established on Monrovia Domestic and
Radio Elwa. The former catriried a statement by Head of State Samuel Doe
announcing the arrest of a number of officials of the ruling military
government for activities "designed to subvert and overthrow the govern-
ment of the People's Redemption Council." The following day, the gov-
ernment expelled the Soviet and Ghanaian ambassadors for supporting the
plotters, and further reports linked the shootings with the coup plot,
with both being tied to Thomas Quiwonkpa, former commanding general of
the armed forces whom Doe had previously fired. By the end of the month,
however, Quiwonkpa was still at large.

2. An open watch was briefly established on Cameroonian and Nigerian
radios on the 2L4th when AFP reported that Cameroonian soldiers had taken
over four villages in Nigeria's Cross Rivers State, the latest border dis-
pute between the two countries. Neither country's media reported the
incident promptly although AFP reported from New Delhi that Nigerian
Foreign Minister Anyaoku expected to be able to resolve the dispute. Lagos
International Service finally reported the incident on the 29th, in.a press
review citing a newspaper.

3. The bureau also watched Nigerian media on the 28th in response
to a BBC request for reportage on an air crash in Enugu, in which up to
69 people were killed. The crash was one of the country's worst air
disasters. Items were filed from Lagos Domestic Service and the News
Agency of Nigeria, as well as AFP,

L, An’ AFP report on the 28th that former CAR Fmperor Bokassa, in
exile in the Ivory Coast, had attempted to return to his country dbut was
stopped from doing so by President Houphouet-Boigny evoked considerable
interest from Fmbassy officials and was discussed at a Country Team
meeting. A subsequent AFP report which-.said ‘that the French Government had
notified both governments of the impending plot was handled expeditiously
and telephoned to the reporting officer at the Embassy.

ITI. ADMINISTRATION

A, Personnel

1. arrived in Abidjan 30 November. ‘

| STAT

replaces as deputy chief. left on L December
for home leave and PCS reassignment to Swaziland Bureau.
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2. Moniton received a PSI during the
month, to FSN 10/k.
3. Teletypist began leave without pay in
connection with maternity leave on 23 November. is expected to

return to work about 1 February 1984,

B. Buildings and Grounds

The bureau was struck by lightning on 1 December, during a brief
but violent thunderstorm. The lightning knocked out both bureau telephone
lines, which still have not been restored, as well as a multicoupler and
an automatic tape reader on the telex machine. After striking the bureau,
the bolt entered the deputy chief's house which is ad eau.
It shot through the living room a few feet from(444441&Q&nt4t04the;bufand
hit a light switch. There was no apparent damage to the deputy chief's

house, though adrenalin jumped to an unprecedented level for
some time after the event.

Iv. VISITS

Former EAU Senior Assistant returning to London
after a two-year assignment in Nairobi, visited the bureau on the 9th.
He suggested that the bureau and EAU directly exchange coordination
messages by telex when necessary. This procedure has since been imple-
mented. The BBC Monitoring Service in Caversham and FBIS Headquarters
will be notified of the results of any such coordination in follow-up
messages.

Chief, Abidjan Bureau

Attachment:
Monthly Production Report

cc:

Chief, Swaziland Bureau
Deputy Chief, London Bureau
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